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among races gifted with such intensity of family feel-
ing as Easterns commonly are, -and under a system
which asserts to the married woman rights in property
and law equal in almost every respect to those of her
husband, female authority or persuasion should go for
nothing. Accomplished women, learned women, too,
are not wanting; and in general it may be said that
the town ladies of the Mahometan Levant, if not quite
up to the standard of Miss Becker or of Dr. Elizabeth
Walker, have a fair share of the superior culture that
surrounds them. And if less accessible to saints and
dervishes than their rural sisters, they are equally with
them zealous supporters of Islam, only their zeal is
more according to knowledge.

Lastly, it may be asked, What is the attitude of the
mercantile class towards the existing Government, and
order of things ?    Briefly, it is one less positively hos-
tile   than   that   of   the   agriculturists,   yet  far  from
friendly.    Some, not a few, indeed, of the merchants
are connected with the old Begs by birth or marriage,
and   sympathise  with   their   disestablished   relatives.
Some, the better instructed from their studies, and the
comparatively uneducated from their ignorance, are too
zealous Mahometans to approve of measures emanating
from Paris, or at least imitative of that capital and its
Government.    Some, again, murmur, with how much
cause we will not here enquire, against an administra-
tion which, say they, takes much and gives nothing;
taxes heavily the produce to which it has in no way
contributed,  and  the  commerce   that   it   has   rather
cramped and fettered than facilitated; in a word, that
reaps where it has not sown, and gathers where it has
not   scattered.     Others  are  disaffected for  all these
reasons conjointly.    In fine, universal suffrage, were it
a possibility in these lands, would retxirn opposition